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1.0 HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION OF MILL 

1.1 HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF VIVIAN MILL 

The Vivian Mill, located one mile below the Merrimac Mill and near the Copper 
Canyon Mill, was first built between 1859 and 1860 by C. B. Barstow and Zenos Wheeler 
on behalf of Hansen and Woodworth. Floods in the winter of 1861-1862 destroyed the 
original mill, and reconstruction occurred between 1862 and 1863, with operations 

starting in June 1863 (Science Applications International Corp or CO, Technology Services 
Company [SAIA TSC] 1994:63). 

la 1862, at which time the mill was recorded on Bancroft's map (Figure 1), the ' 
mill was owned by Sperry & Co and employed twelve men. It contained 16 stamps that 
crushed 25 tons every day except Sunday. The amalgamation process employed 
Wakalee's pans, and ore was processed for both gold and silver. The mill was powered 
by water brought through a 450 foot long ditch and flume to a central discharge seven-
and-a-half foot diameter wheel. The mill also had a substantial stone dam in the river. 
The mill did both custom work and purchased ore (Kelly 1862:63; Basso 1972-16- Angel 
1958:540). 

In 1863, the mill was owned by E. Kuhling and Co. and superintended by C. B. 
Barstow. It had 16 stamps/eight Wheeler pans, three agitators, a 1,100 foot long ditch 
and flume, and a 25 ton capacity. That year, a 56-inch-diameter Leffel Turbine Wheel 
was installed. This wheel generated 99 horsepower, giving the mill a crushing capacity of 
40 tons per day (Historical American Engineering Record [HAER] 1980; Angel 1958:540). 
In November of 1863, the mill stopped work due to a shortage of teamsters, but was 
running again the following month on ore from the Gould & Curry Mine (Gold Hill Daily 
News 1863a:3; 1863b:3). 

In 1865, the mill had 16 stamps which were run by both water and steam. Peter 
Frothingham, who in 1867 became the mill owner, was the proprietor and F. F. Coffin 
was the foreman (Gold Hill Daily News 1865:2). In 1866, the mill was again both steam 

) and water-powered. It had 16 stamps, eight Wheeler pans, and crushed 30 tons a day 
(Ansari 1989:78) and was recorded on a General Land Office survey plat (Figure 2). At 
this time, it was one of four mills working ore from the Confidence Mine (Territorial 
Enterprise 1866:3). 

Through 1867, the mill continued to be powered by both steam and water and 
contained sixteen 650 pound stamps. These stamps dropped ten inches, 80 times per 
minute. The mill also contained eight Wheeler pans, four settlers, one agitator, and one 
Hanscom's breaker. Water power was generated by a central discharge wheel seven 
feet in diameter with a 14 foot fall. The mill had a capacity of 30 tons and processed 750 
tons per month. There were nine employees and the mill was nine miles from the mine 
(Browne 1867: 354-360). In 1868, the mill worked ore from the Overman Mine 
(Territorial Enterprise 1868:3). 
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By the 1870s, the mill had 16 stamps, eight pans, and seven settling pans with a 

44 ton capacity (Nevada State Mineralogist 1873; Powell 1876:67). The Territorial 

Enterprise (1870:3) reported that the mill commenced work in November 1870. The mill 

dam, and bulkhead were repaired in the spring of 1872, temporarily halting the mill's 

operations (Territorial Enterprise 1872a:3; 1872:3). The mill was also active in 1873 

(Territorial Enterprise 1873:3), and was recorded on Wheeler's 1877 map (Figure 3) At 

this time, the mill was working ore from the Trojan Mine (Territorial Enterprise 1877 3) 

The rn,II was also recorded on Wheeler's 1879 map (Figure 4). The mill was located on 

the Virginia & Truckee Railroad, and ore was brought from railroad cars, down a chute 

and across a bridge (Paher 1970:50-51). 

In 1882, the mill was working low grade ore (SAIA TSC 1994:65), but switched to 

ore from the Belcher Mine in 1885 and 1886 (Belcher Mining Company 1885). In 1889 

the mill operated with 16 stamps (De Quille 1889). The mill remained open until the 

1994S' W'th AugUStUS Cutts servir|g as foreman through 1893 (Ansari 1989:78; SAIC TSC 

A 1951 newspaper article reported that buildings and rubble located below the 

Copper Canyon mill on the west side of the river were likely the site of the Vivian Mill 

(Nevada State Journal 1951:9). A Historic American Engineering Record report was 

performed in June 1980 at this site, noting the presence of an ore slide and some 

remnants (HAER 1980). The map from this report is shown in Figure 5. 

The following tables contain the full title history of the Vivian Mill (SAIA TSC 1994:66 
68). 
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2.5 Vivian Mill 

The Vivian Mill (also known as Sperry and Company's Mill) was located on the 

Carson River about one mile below the Merriinac Mill (B-l;A010546) (B-2;A002001) 

The Preliminary Location Map of the Carson River Millsites shows the Vivian Mill 

J" *\ half of the northeast quarter (Eh NEk) and the northwest quarter 
(Mft) of Of Section 7, TT5N, S2IE (Map 4)V The current tax assessor's pare" 
number is 10-011-25. puicei 

The original: Vivian Mill was constructed by C. B. Barstow and Zenos Wheeler for 
Hansen and Woodworth in 1859-60 (A-2'; A008184, A008185 , A008186) . 

T^e^ltle n1SC°ry fr0m 1861 t0 1889 is derived from the Dangberg abstract. Some 
of the title documents are photocopies of typewritten copies filed in the 1889 

lawsuit. On April 12. and 13, 1861, a survey of land claim was performed on three 
adjacent parcels along the Carson River, ."including millsites and water power " 

for J. S. Manning, E. Said, and;A. W. Potts (G-l) . The map of the parcels shows 
two dams, but no other structures (G-l). The parcel claimed by Henning, on which 
the Vivian Mill was located, was 77.11 acres (G-l). 

On May 2, 1861,^Charles H. Bryan;and Parker H. Pierce conveyed their interest in 
the Henning, Said and Potts parcels to William M. Stewart and JohnS. Henning (G-

2). As described below, subsequent conveyances of the Henning parcel describe 
the land as a "water right" (e.g., G-3, G-4). ' . 

On June 17, 1861, John S. Henning conveyed his water right to James A. Sperry and 
N. Schiverick (G-3). Six months later, on December 18, 1861, James A. Sperrv 
conveyed a half interest in Henning's water right and a half interest in an 
unspecified quartz mill to Thomas McFarland (G-4). 

Keiiy's 1862 Directory described the Vivian Mill as,owned by Sperry & Co. and as 
located a short distance below the Copper Canon Mill. The Vivian Mill was 

powered by water from a ditch 450 feet long and had 16 stamps and a crushing 
capacity of 25 tons per day (A-3;A011017). . • 

The Vivian Mill was washed away by floods in the winter of 1861-62 (A-2 • A008184) 
A second mill was constructed at this'location by C. B. Barstow in the" winter of 
1862-63 and began operations in June 1863 (A-2;A008185,A008186) . 

On December 1, 1862, ̂the. Ormsby County Sheriff conveyed the Vivian Mill (also 
known as Sperry and Company's Mill), along with Henning's water right, to E. 

lng and H. V. S. McCullough (G-5). The conveyance was the result of a sale 

ol the property pursuant to two money judgments rendered in April 1862 against 

' ' Sperry, N. Shiverick, Edwin P. Whitmore and Thomas McFarland (G-5). One 

t°T ,r?e Judgments had been obtained by Ruhling and McCullough, and the other by 
llliam B. Hickok, William P. Harrington, and Charles A. Kinkead (compbsing the 

firm of Hickok and Company) (G-5). 

According to the 1862 sheriff's deed, at the time of the sale, two other money 

judgments were outstanding against Sperry, Shiverick, Whitmore and McFarland (G-

).^ These other judgments had been obtained by E- H. Howard and William 
rrington (G-5). A few days after the sheriff's deed, on December 12, 1862, 
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Howard and Arrington conveyed their int-

right E- H V ,lnS^c.^« Hi" - Henning's 

K e l l y ' s  1 8 6 3  D i r e c t o r s  a~  
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a later correction L, t western 2/3 of the Eh NFH X o ? ,*s 53-56 acres 
described the conveyed Dro° Fr°thinSham> dated August 21 ? (G'12> • In 
°f Section 7 (53 56 acrP i 35 appr°ximatery the west 0 ,Z NaUCy Bourke 
Vivian Mill (G-13) ' Md the ̂  NEh of Section w"2/3 °f the ̂  NEh 

' Dut dld not mention the 

On November. 24 1868 P 

th. VWJ TtL'lT^Z ' a" »euna2s/3a02f/3the ̂  " 

convayance to Sharon (A-2 ;A008184)" '' «"«ract confi™?"J" 

In the 1871-72 Stat- m-

ŴiSSSSâ wjâ  
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belonging to the mill to R F M the Vivian Mill 
- • 1• Morrow (G-17). 
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grade' ore in 18£7^15 ̂0^9105t6d that the Vivian Mil1 was running low-

of.hls pr°pepV- '"1 and 

Sharon (his son) (G-18) The truste ^ S son"ln"law) and Frederick W. 

grandchildren, ie're & S 7? tT?' 
specifically mentioned the Vivian Mill property'(G-18) d n0t 

?ran̂ ChG2U8a8n8ds ~ ̂ —eyed to 

1889, Newlands, as trustee, conteyed the Vivian^m^ AUgUSt 26' 
and Mining Company (G-20). property to the Union Mill 

Augustus Cutts was foreman of the Vivian Mill in IfiRI a u 
superintendent of the .ill at least until 1893 (A^AOOSIS™ 

searched°f IaTc^P""d ̂  ̂ " 1990 

Mining Services, reported that so»etr"e In the 1940T0V"l950* °f 
Montgomery and Tibor W. Feier filed e f , . 1950's, Lorin 0. 
Carson River. They planned to dredge the river ° The" tat"* ^M61* al°ng th® 
lawsuit to establish its interest in the land 1 L ° Nevada filed a 

•ark of the river. No research was conducted to^uhlt^^^"^"^"^"' 

Bently Nevada Cor^aUo^^ueee"^' propercy was ""red in favor of 

tdt-r-n7"̂  

CURRENT ASSESSED OWNER 

Parcel No. 0wner 

10-011-25 Bently Nevada Corporation 
P.O. Box 157 
"Minden, Nevada 89423 

The title abstract and title tree for the Vivian Millsite foil 
documents are ̂ contained in Attachment VI. ow. The title 
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VIVIAN MILLSITE 
l 

DATE INST V GRANTOR | GRANTEE PROPERTY & COMMENTS 
DATE 

RECORDED 
COUNTY 
BOOK 

COUNTY 
PAGE 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

04-12-1861 
04-13-1861. 

Survey of _ 
Land Claim 

/• ' 

E. Said 
J.S. Henning 
A.W. Potts 

Survey of three adjacent 
plots along Carson River, 
"including millsites and 
water power." Map shows 2 
dams, but no other 
structures. Plots measure 
113.14 acres (E. Said), 
77.11 acres (J.S. 
Henning), and 81.92 acres 
(A.W. Potts). 

04-26-1861 CCR 
Surveys 
Morse A 

085 (G—1) 

05-02-1861 Deed- Charles H. Bryan 
Parker H. Pierce 

William M. Stewart 
John S. Henning 

Land along Carson River, 
as described in A/85 

05-03-1861 Lyon Co. 
CCR Trans 

A 

399-401 (G-2) 

06-17-1861 Deed John S. Henning James A. Sperry 
N. Schiverick 

Henning's water right as 
described in A/85 

06-19-1861 CCR Deeds 
A 

706-707 (G-3) 

12-18-1861 Deed James A. Sperry Thomas McFarland 1/2 Henning's water right 
as described in A/85 
1/2 guartz mill thereon 

12-23-1861 CCR Deeds 
1 

782-784 (G-4) 

12-01-1862. Sheriff's 
Deed 

D.J. Gasherie, 
Ormsby County 
Sheriff 

E. Ruhling 
H.'V.S. McCullough 

Vivian Mill (also known as 
Sperry & Co.'s Mill) and 
Millsite (Henning's water 
right as described in 
A/85), pursuant to two 
money judgments rendered 
in April 1862 against J.A. 
Sperry, N. Shiverick, 
Edwin P. Whitmore and 
Thomas McFarland 

12-06-1862 Ormsby 
Deeds 4 

276-279 

j 

(G—5) 

12-12-1862 Deed E.H. Howard 
William Arrington 

E. Ruhling 
H.V.S. McCullough 

He'nning's water right as 
described in A/85; Vivian 
or Sperry & Co.'s Mill 

12-17-1862 Ormsby 
Deeds 4 

327-328 (G—6) 

11-12-1863 Deed E. Ruhling 
H.V.S. McCullough 

A. Laroche Henning's water right as 
described in A/85; Vivian 
or Sperry & Co.'s Quartz 
Mill; one large building 
with 8 Wheeler pans 

11-21-1863 Ormsby 
Deeds 6 

433-435 (G-7) 

w 
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VIVIAN MILL8ITE 

DATE INST GRANTOR GRANTEE PROPERTY & COMMENTS 
DATE 

RECORDED: 
COUNTY 
BOOK 

COUNTY 
PAGE 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

04-12-1861 
04-13-1861 

Survey of 
Land Claim 

- ' 

E. Said 
J.S. Henning 
A.W. Potts 

Survey of three adjacent 
plots along Carson River, 
"including millsites and 
water power." Map shows 2 
dams, but no other 
structures. » Plots measure 
113.14 acres (E. Said), 
77.11 acres (J.S. 
Henning)., and 81.92 acres 
(A.W. Potts). 

04-26-1861 CCR 
Surveys 
Morse A 

085 (G—1) 

05-02-1861 Deed Charles H. Bryan 
Parker H. Pierce 

William H. Stewart 
John S. Henning 

Land along Carson River, 
as described in A/85 

05-03-1861 Lyon Co. 
CCR Trans 

A 

399-401 (G-2) 

06-17-1861 Deed John S. Henning James A. Sperry 
N. Schiverick 

Henning's water right as 
described in A/85 

06-19-1861 CCR Deeds 
A 

706-707 (G-3) 

12-18-1861 Deed James A. Sperry Thomas McFarland 1/2 Henning's water right 
as described in A/85 
1/2 quartz mill thereon 

12-23-1861 CCR Deeds 
1 

782-784 (G-4) 

12-01-1862 Sheriff 1 s 
Deed 

D.J. Gasherie, 
Ormsby County 
Sheriff 

E. Ruhling 
H.V.S. McCullough 

Vivian Mill (also known as 
Sperry & Co.'s Mill) and 
Millsite (Henning's water 
right as described in 
A/85), pursuant to two 
money judgments rendered 
in April 1862 against J.A. 
Sperry, N. Shiverick, 
Edwin P. Whitmore and 
Thomas McFarland 

12-06-1862 Ormsby 
Deeds 4 

276-279 (G-5) 

12-12-1862 Deed E.H. Howard 
William Arrington 

E. Ruhling 
H.V.S. McCullough 

Henning's water right as 
described in A/85; Vivian 
or Sperry & Co.'s Mill 

12-17-1862 Ormsby 
Deeds 4 

327-328 (G-6) 

11-12-1863 Deed E. Ruhling 
H.V.S. McCullough 

A. Laroche Henning's water right as 
described in A/85; Vivian 
or Sperry & Co.'s Quartz 
Mill; one large building 
with 8 Wheeler pans 

11-21-1863 Ormsby 
Deeds 6 

433-435 (G-7) 



VIVIAN MILLsFfE (continued) 

DATE INST GRANTOR GRANTEE PROPERTY S COMMENTS 
: DATE 
RECORDED 

COUNTY 
BOOK : 

COUNTY 
PAGE 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

01-07-1864 Sheriff 1s 
Correction 
Deed 

D.J. Gasherie, 
Ormsby County 
Sheriff 

E. Ruhling 
H.V.S. McCullough 

Corrects imperfections of 
4/276 

01-07-1864 Ormsby 
Deeds 6 

547-551 (G —8) 

04-10-1865 Survey of' 
Land Claim 

) A.S. Olin Existence and approximate 
location of Vivian Mill 
shown on survey of nearby 
land 

04-01-1865 Ormsby 
Sur­

veyor 1 s 
Records A 

349 (G-9) 

10-10-1866 Patent United States of 
America 

Nancy Bourke E3; NE3; Section 7 
NW3? NE3? Section 7 

02-20-1867 Ormsby 
Deeds 11 

115-116 (G-10) 

01-04-1867 Deed A. Laroche Peter Frothingham Henning's water right as 
described in A/85; Vivian 
or Sperry & Co.'s Mill; 
one large building with 8 
Wheeler pans 

01-12-1867 Ormsby 
Deeds 9 

630-632 (G—11) 

01-09-i867 Deed Nancy Bourke, by 
William S. Chapman, 
Attorney in Fact 

Peter Frothingham 

i 

Vivian Mill property 
(53.56 acres; 
approximately western 2/3 
of E'j NE3? Section 7); NW3? 
NE3? Section 7 

02-21-1867 Ormsby 
Deeds 11 

117-119 (G-12) 

08-21-1867 Correction 
Deed 

Nancy Bourke Peter Frothingham About western 2/3 of E3? 
NE3? Section 7 (53.56 
acres) ; NW3? NE3? Section 7 

08-27-1867 Ormsby 
Deeds 11 

.408-410 (G-13) 

11-24-1868 Deed Peter Frothingham A.E. Head About western 2/3 of E% 
NE3? Section 7 (53.56 
acres); NW3; NE3? Section 7; 
Vivian Mill on above 
parcel 

11-25-1868 Ormsby 
Deeds 12 

186-188 (G-14) 

11-01-1870 Deed A.E. Head William Sharon 2/3 interest in about 
western 2/3 of E3? NE3? 
Section 7 (53.56 acres); 
2/3 interest in NW3? NE3? 
Section 7; 2/3 interest in 
Vivian Mill on above 
parcel 

11-14-1870 Ormsby 
Deeds 14 

095-096 (G-15) 

02-10-1873 Deed A.E. Head William Sharon Vivian Quartz Mill and 
water right belonging to 
mill 

02-25-1873 Ormsby 
Deeds 15 

125 (G-16) 



VIVIAN MILLSITE (continued) 

DATE IN8T GRANTOR GRANTEE PROPERTY fi COMMENTS 
DATE 

RECORDED 
COUNTY 
BOOK 

COUNTY 
PAGE 

DOCUMENT 1 
NUMBER 

02-20-1873 Deed William Sharon R.F. Morrow 1/2 interest in Vivian 
Mill and water right 
belonging to mill 

02-25-1873 Ormsby 
Deeds 15 

124 (G-17) 

11-04-1885 Trust Deed- William Sharon Francis G. 
Newlands, 
Frederick W. 
Sharon, trustees 

All real and personal 
property of Sharon 
conveyed to trustees, in 
trust for Sharon's son, 
daughter, grandchildren, 
and son-in-law. 

11-05-1885 San 
Francisco 
Deeds 
1180 

105 (G-18) 

03-23-1888 Resignation 
Deed 

Frederick W. Sharon, 
trustee 

Francis G. 
Newlands, trustee 

F.W. Sharon resigns as 
trustee and conveys to 
F.G. Newlands, as trustee, 
legal title to trust 
property 

03-11-1891 San 
Francisco 
Misc. 89 

65 (G-19) 

08-26-1889 Deed Francis G. Newlands, 
trustee of the 
estate of William 
Sharon 

Union Mill and 
Mining Company (CA 
corp.) 

Vivian Mill and Millsite Not 
recorded 

(G-2 0) 

Not 
* available 

Deed Lorin 0. Montgomery 
Tibor W. Fejer 

Bently Nevada 
Corporation (NV 
corp.) 

NE^j Section 7 
S% Lot 1 of NW^j Section 7 

Not 
Searched 

06-18-1990 Decree 
Quieting 
Title 

Bently Nevada 
Corporation (NV 
corp.) 

S^j Lot 1 of NW^j Section 7; 
NE5; Section 7 (except 
portion lying below 
natural ordinary high 
water line of Carson 
River) 

06-20-1990 Carson 
City OR 1 

2146 (G-21) 

- 1993 - Tax Roll Bently Nevada NE^j Section 7 
Parcel Nos. 10-011-24, 
10-011-25 

1 

A 
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many varieties; but in the chemistry of' the operation j 

there has been no change. 

The foregoing description of the various milling-

processes by -which the precious metals are extracted 

from the ore may be appropriately followed by a tab in 

lar statement of the number of the mills themselves, 

their capacity, etc., etc. • *' , 
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These mills are all kept running on Comstock ores; 

brought from the mines and delivered by the Virginia 

and Truckee Railroad. 
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